\ D.C. Open
\)Gove_rpment

_~ Coalition
FOIA Denial Letters Project:
Status and Results

May 20, 2010

James A. McLaughlin*
Chairman, Legal & Enforcement Committee
D.C. Open Government Coalition

*Associate Counsel, Washington Post Media. Any opinions expressed in this presentation are
my own, and do not represent those of The Washington Post.



Overview

We made the same FOIA request to- 34 D.C.
agencies

nAl i FOIL A - deni al | et ter s,
present o

Requested in Dec. 2009

Direct support in the statute:

AfiEach public body of t hghalaisdinrai c t
file of all letters of denial of requests for public records.
This file shall be made available to any person on request for
|l nspection and/ or copying. o

-- D.C. Code 8 2-533(b) (emphasis added)
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Purpose of the Project

xNot originally 1 ntende
agency performance

x SiImply wanted to see how FOIA
exemptions are being applied In
practice

x But It ended up shedding light on
agenciesoO varying appr



